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The Independent Living Fund was first established in 1990. It aims to provide financial support to people with
disabilities in form of interest free loan for the purchase of rehabilitation aids, which can enhance their independence

as well as quality of life.

The target users of the Fund are people with physical handicap, visual impairment, hearing impairment as well as
chronic illness and developmental delay. The rehabilitation aids applied can be locally made or imported abroad which
include adapted motor car, power and manual wheelchair, special devices for visually and hearing impaired person,
computer, home modification, rehabilitation equipment such as prosthesis and pain relieving products, medical
equipment like cochlea, coronary stent etc.. These devices can help to enhance the independence of people with

disabilities in various aspects of their daily living such as mobility, work, learning and rehabilitation.



Starting from April 2016, the upper limit of the loan has raised
to HK$70,000.00 and the maximum repayment period remained
as 48 months. The repayment period is determined after taking
into account the financial condition of the applicant. The loan is
to be repaid by monthly installments. A guarantor is required for
each application so as to ensure that the loan can be repaid as
scheduled. Each applicant has to attend an interview to examine
the eligibility of his/her application. All applications are
examined by the Management Committee of the Fund and
subsequently to be endorsed by the Executive Committee of the
Association before the loan is granted.

During these years, the applicants were largely physically
handicapped and visually impaired persons. The former mainly
applied for motor car, power wheelchair and manual wheelchair
as well as home modification. The latter mainly applied for
braille equipment. Since the commencement of operation of the
Fund, over 600 applications were approved. Up till March 2016,
the loan amount has accumulated to over HK$10,000,000. In the
coming time, the feasibility to widen the scope of the Fund will
be explored so that it can meet the needs of people with
disabilities and enable them to achieve independent living

ultimately.

Some outstanding borrowers, due to various reasons encountered difficulties to repay the loan as scheduled.
Interview was conducted with them to explore alternate solutions. Extension of the repayment period and lowering
the monthly repayment amount were arranged so as to relieve their financial burden. On the whole, the operation
of the Fund is smooth and no bad debt is incurred so far.

Service evaluation is conducted for all successful applicants through questionnaires. Feedback on the application
procedures and the usefulness of the equipment applied for in relation to independent living is solicited. During
these years, the overall comments were satisfactory and the majority of applicants commented that the equipment
very useful in enhancing their independence as well as their quality of life.

Promotion is launched through our Association’s web site and bulletin. Promotional pamphlet is designed and
distributed to rehabilitation agencies, special schools, hospitals, disabled self-help groups, family service centres
and social security field units. Service promotion is also conducted through other service units of our Association.

The Fund accepts referrals from social service agencies. People with disabilities can also directly approach our
Association or download the application form from our web site. For enquiries, please contact us at 2776 8569.
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Annual General Meeting (AGM)
cum Annual Dinner

The AGM cum Annual Dinner was held on 27th November 2015 at the
Hong Kong Polytechnic University. Our Executive Committee Members,
members/volunteers and staff participated in this event. During the Annual
General Meeting, the Chairman and the Treasurer of the Executive
Committee reported the service progress and financial condition of the
Association. The Annual Dinner was in buffet style and all participants
have an enjoyable evening. During the dinner, Long Service Volunteer
Award was presented to volunteers and Long Service Award was

I presented to 12 staff who have served the Association from 5 years to

25 years to express our gratitude for their invaluable support and

contribution.
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Seminar on “Yolunteering — Brightening the Life of Older People”

In line with the mission of our Association in the promotion of professional volunteering, our colleague had
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attended the seminar on “Volunteering — Brightening the Life of Older People” which was organized by the
Hong Kong Institute of Volunteers and Agency for Volunteer Service on 22nd March 2016 at The Cityview
Hotel. The seminar aimed to explore the challenges and opportunities of volunteering of the seniors, and the

strategies to engage them effectively in voluntary work. The guest speakers from Australia and Hong Kong

shared their views and experience. Through attending the seminar, more understanding on the engagement of
seniors in voluntary work was gained which facilitated our development of professional volunteering among

seniors.
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Learning and Teaching Expo 2015

Learning and Teaching Expo, held on 10-12 December

2015, provided a platform for teachers and educators in
Asia to discover the latest development in educational
resources and learning technology. It hosted a
combination of more than 200 exhibition booths plus
comprehensive programs of speeches, presentations
and lesson demonstrations. Our occupational therapist
was invited to conduct a presentation on the application
of programs of Computer Rehabilitation Resource
Station for training of people with learning difficulties.
Over 150 special school teachers, social workers and
parents  attended the presentation. Through

participation in the event, rehabilitation professionals and parents can know more about our service and
utilize the rehabilitation programs in the Station for rehabilitation and training.
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Our occupational therapist from the Computer Rehabilitation Resource

Station was invited to give a presentation on “Rehabilitation Software

for the Elderly @C-Rehab, EMV” at the Cynthia Tang Memorial

Seminar which was organized by the Hong Kong Occupational Therapy

Association at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University on 10 December

2015. The theme of the seminar was 'Advancing Occupational Therapy

Practices: Reflection & Innovation' which aimed at to exchange and

update knowledge and skills in current occupational therapy practice in

elderly setting. More than 100 occupational therapists and

professionals from elderly service sector attended the seminar. The training programs and related resources for the
elderly in the Computer Rehabilitation Resource Station were introduced and demonstrated. Participation in the seminar
could enhance the professionals to gain more understanding of our work and to utilize the materials in the Station for
their daily training and activities.
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EMVEREIRHREINE EMY Product Development Group

EMVIE R & EE/NHENR20154811821H ~  EMV Product Development Group meeting were
20161 H23B M4F2HD AT Y3 X E& © held on 21 Nov 2015, 23rd January and 2nd April
SIS RIEE BRI AEE  RASRESE 2016 respectively to discuss the design and
gh s INEEF LR ~ MW T2 ~- EREMXAEE  fabrication of various assistive devices. In addition to
BENET —RZB2FEE 0 LREAERET A related staff, volunteers from engineering, IT and

e Y

REES related fields were also invited to join the meeting.
RERE During the meeting, expertise advice from different
REALEE professionals was solicited to facilitate the design
FAR9EHED and production of appropriate devices for elderly and
T e people with disabilities.




























